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άΦΦΦ¢ƘŜ members of the armed forces have been 
compelled to make greater economic sacrifice and 
every other kind of sacrifice than the rest of us, 
and they are entitled to definite action to help 
take care of their special problemsΦέ 
  
 Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
 June 22, 1944 
 GI Bill Signing Statement 



History of the GI Bill 
άhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŜǾŜǊ ŘŜǾƛǎŜŘέ 

1776 Continental Congress approves measure to 
 provide pensions to disabled soldiers 
 
1943 Harry Colmery (WW-I vet) writes 1st draft of 
 new veterans education program on hotel    
 stationery at Mayflower Hotel in Washington 
D.C. 
 
Jan 1944 GI Bill of Rights introduced in Congress 
 
Jun 1944 FDR signs GI Bill of Rights into law 

 
1947 Veterans account for 49% of all college students 
 
1952 Veterans Adjustment Act extends many benefits 

 of  original GI Bill to Korean War vets 
 

1953 Original GI Bill ends.  7.8 million WWII 
 veterans  had participated in the program. 



A view of Quonset huts used for temporary classrooms during the boom in 
the student population after World War II. This photo was taken in 1948.  


